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Introduction
The humanitarian mission of the Bangsamoro Development Agency (BDA) is derived from its
creation based on the Humanitarian, Rehabilitation and Development Aspects of GPH-MILF
Tripoli Agreement of 2001. Further, it is in line with the social welfare program of the agency,
which aims to extend relief assistance to communities affected by both natural and man-made
calamities. Moreover the BDA is tasked to undertake humanitarian efforts as guided by the one of
the BDA’s goals that is to sustain delivery of relief, rehabilitation and development efforts
conducive to the peace process.
Among the first and major operation undertaken by BDA was the medical mission in 2003 through
the support of Tokushukai Medical Corporation, a Japan-based foundation.
The mission was conducted in six (6) barangays across the six regions of BDA, which benefited

2,240 number of persons.

Photos during medical mission in 2003 where one of the beneficiaries spoke that it is his first time to
see a doctor and received medical assistance.

In 2011, the Tyakap Sansala was initiated for the victims of heavy flooding in Central Mindanao.
BDA Central Mindanao Regional Office spearheaded the mission and it has benefited hundreds of
families.

Unloading of relief assistance for the victims of heavy flooding in
Central Mindanao on 2011.
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Response to Typhoon Pablo
In 2012, BDA also responded to the emergency
situation in Davao Oriental hit by Typhoon Pablo
together with the BDA Bangsamoro Civil Society
(BCS), and Bangsamoro Medical Society (BMS).

669

families in Barangay Central and
Cinablangan Proper, Municipality of Baganga
were provided with relief assistance (food and non-food).
Medical assistance and psychosocial interventions were also extended to 440 families in
Barangay Cinablangan Proper and Barangay Dapnan in the same municipality.
Response to Zamboanga Siege

The agency’s lending hand was also extended to
the victims of the Zamboanga Siege in November
2013 where 700 households received food and
non-food items.
Staff and volunteers of BDA worked hand in hand
to accomplish the said relief operation.
BDA’s Humanitarian Strategic Response Plan
In 2014, BDA’s humanitarian mission was further strengthened as support from international
partners came in specifically the International Organization on Migration (IOM). Through its
social welfare program, the BDA Quick Response Team (QRT) was organized and trained on
various humanitarian related skills. This initiative has resulted to the formulation and launching
of the Humanitarian Strategic Response Plan on August 28, 2014 at Em Manor Hotel, Cotabato
City.
The Humanitarian Strategic Response Plan
highlights the goal of the BDA to become a
coordinating body of several humanitarian
services it could possibly facilitate. Along
with this plan is the recognition of the
agency of the realities in the region –
dynamics and vulnerabilities. Plans were
identified in clusters – Protection, CCCM,
Shelter, Food Security, Health, Education,
WaSH, Environment, Livelihood, Logistics,
and infrastructures.
The plan is expected to improve the BDA’s capacity to respond effectively and efficiently to the
humanitarian needs of communities in the Bangsamoro particularly those vulnerable to natural
and man-made calamities and those who are in emergency situations.
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This Eid’l Adha, I have something to prepare for my children
(September 2016). This was the statement
of surprise by Sittie Aina J. Sahibbal, 35, a
mother of two living in Brgy. Nalil, Bongao,
Tawi-Tawi upon receiving a pack of cow meat
during the Eid’l Adha or feast of sacrifice on
September 12, 2016.
Brgy. Nalil, Bongao, Tawi-Tawi, majority of
the people rely on farming for source of
income, while some are tricycle drivers and
others have mini sari-sari (assorted) store.
Being in rural areas, people in Brgy. Nalil
lacks opportunity towards development.
“Here in the province, life is difficult
especially when you are illiterate. There is
less opportunity to have better life. Like my
husband, he has to go in far place to get employed to sustain our family”, says Sittie Aina J. Sahibbal, 35, a
mother of two living in the said barangay.
Her husband works as a security guard in a mining company located in an island in Tawi-Tawi which
accordingly requires one-day travel to get there.
The family of Sittie can be considered as one of the poor of the poorest. They lived in a small house made of
light materials. Their eldest child has only finished high school education and cannot pursue anymore to
college due to lack of resources for schooling.
For families like them, special occasions become ordinary. No special food to prepare or even money to
spend for outdoors activities.
Even for Eid’l Adha or feast of sacrifice which is one of the significant celebrations in Islam.
“Sa tuwing Eid, pagkatapos ng prayer, uuwi lang po kami sa bahay, wala lang po, ganun lang kasimple”
(Every Eid’l Adha, we just go home after the prayer, simple as that), Sittie stated.
“Kaya naman po nagulat talaga ako nang binigyan ako ng taga BDA ng isang supot ng baka, at
nagpapasalamat po talaga ako kasi may maipaghahanda na rin ako at pagsasaluhan kami ng mga anak
ko”. (That’s why I was really surprised when BDA staff handed me a pack of beef meat, and I was very
thankful because and told to myself that I can now prepare something for my children)”, she added.
Sittie’s family is one of the thousands who benefited from the Qurban Program 2016 implemented by the
Bangsamoro Development Agency (BDA) which purpose is in line with the message of the Eid’l Adha.
Eid’l Adha commemoration includes sacrifice of animal as a symbolic expression that a Muslim can sacrifice
anything in order to worship Allaah, comply with His command and give up anything he has for Allaah’s
sake.
Every year, BDA implements Qurban Program where cow meats are distributed to selected poor families
across the six regions (Central Mindanao, Ranaw, Southern Mindanao, Davao, Zamboang-Peninsula and
Zambaonag-Basilan) and two island provinces (Sulu and Tawi-Tawi) of the agency.
BDA targets poor families annually, like that of Sittie’s to be extended with such assistance of meat packs
which the recipients are very grateful of.
“We implement Qurban yearly first in observance of the Eid’l Adha which is the time for any Muslim to
sacrifice or share blessings to others”, BDA executive director Mohammad S. Yacob said.
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He added that “this special occasion allows us to reach out to families in need through the meat we are
distributing which for them are very helpful for daily consumption”.
BDA has been implementing the Qurban Program since 2014 with support from Turkey government
through various foundations such as the Turkiye Dyanet Vakfi (TDV), Insani Yardim Vakfi (IHH) and Ravza
Foundation.
This year, a total of 490 cattle were sacrificed and were distributed to 14, 700 number of beneficiaries in
various communities across the BDA regions and provinces.

Health Mission with Turkey University Health Sciences
(February 2019). Stories of struggle to access to health services is true to Bangsamoro. In a data,
there are only two doctors in every 10,000 Bangsamoro population.
For an ordinary individual or family with minimum standard of living, regular consultation for
health status is very rare or even none at all.
In a recent medical mission conducted successively from February 6-10, 2019 in selected
communities in Cotabato City, Maguindanao and North Cotabato, hundreds of Bangsamoro
people, children, adult, mother, father, and elderlies flocked to avail the health assistance offered.
The Bangsamoro Development Agency (BDA) facilitated the said mission dubbed as “Health
Screening for the Bangsamoro” in coordination with the University of Health Sciences in Istanbul,
Turkey and the Bangsamoro Medical Society (BMS).
The first three days (February 6-8) of the medical mission was conducted for the orphanages of
both girls and boys in Cotabato City and in Sultan Kudarat, Maguindanao.
The medical mission for the succeeding days (February 9-10) happened in camp communities
specifically Camp Darapan, Sultan Kudarat and Camp Rajamuda in Pikit, North Cotabato.

There were separate consultation sessions for the boys and the girls.
Medical doctors who did the health examinations were Prof. Derya Buyukkayhan, a neonatology,
Asst. Prof. Zuhal Saglam, a family medicine, Asst. Prof. Yavuz Yiğit, emergency medicine, and
Ahmet Bey, cardiologist.
Dr. Ismail Aslan, a pharmacist is also part of the team who is sharing lectures on pharmaceutical
production.
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Each patient underwent basic and thorough physical examinations like temperature check, mouth
assessment, and pulse rate check. Some needed for urine test, ECG, ultrasound, and glucometer,
which were all available during the activity.
The doctors provided corresponding medicines to the patients with specific diagnosis including
health advice and guidance.
Another set of health screening will also be conducted to other identified communities in Maguindanao in
the next following days of this month.
It is informed that this series of health screening kicked off at the Moro Orphanage Center located in
Tamontaka 1, Cotabato City- a center supported by the IHH, a humanitarian foundation in Turkey.

Response to Marawi Siege
MILF Modest Food Relief off to Marawi City
(January 2019). This initiative was based on the directives of the MILF intended for the people of Marawi
City who were in recovery from the effect of the crisis happened in their city in 2017.
The mission benefited 5,000 people coming from eight selected communities in Marawi City, Lanao del Sur
and Lanao Norte.
Distribution of the food items was facilitated by the BDA in coordination with the MILF Political
Committee, Social Welfare Committee and the BIAF on January 26, 2019.
A medical mission was also part of this undertaking where hundreds of Marawi Siege survivors received
free health check-up and basic medicines from medical professionals and volunteers.

The United Bangsamoro Humanitarian Assistance
In response to Marawi Siege in 2017, the BDA joined the group of other Bangsamoro civil society
organizations (CSOs) in Central Mindanao and agreed to form the United Bangsamoro Humanitarian
Assistance (UBHA) that aims to consolidate efforts and draw strategies to deliver effectively humanitarian
assistance to individuals and families affected by the current Marawi siege. Participating CSOs to UBHA
were the League of Bangsamoro Organizations (LBO), Maguindanao Network Organization (MAGNETO),
Union of Muslim Youth Organization (UMYO), United Youth of the Philippines-Women, Inc. (UNYPHILWOMEN), Mindanao Alliance for Peace (MAP), Federation of Bangsamoro Civil Society Organization
(FBCSO), and Consortium of Bangsamoro Civil Society Organization (CBCS).
Students and other youth volunteers also worked together for the packing of food assistance intended for
individuals and families affected by the Marawi siege.
Relief assistance (food items and non-food items) were collected through donations and sponsors from the
said participating CSOs and other private groups, individuals and families who shared to extend help to the
affected families.
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AID to Marawi

Before the UBHA, the Bangsamoro Development Agency (BDA), with support from the Insani
Yardim Vakfi (IHH), a Turkey-based humanitarian foundation distributed 1,000 food packs to
families affected by the current Marawi conflict on May 30, 2017 at Moneera Integrated School,
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Iligan City. Staff from BDA-Central Management Office (CMO) staff together with the Regional
Management Office (RMO)-Ranaw facilitated the activity. Representative from IHH also joined
the distribution.
Humanitarian Assistance to Conflict-affected Families

(September 2017). With the continuing aim to reach for families affected by conflict, the United
Bangsamoro Humanitarian Assistance (UBHA) led by the Bangsamoro Development Agency
(BDA) distributed relief items on September 16, 2017 at Brgy. Nabalawag in Datu Salibo,
Maguindanao. The humanitarian aid were composed of both food (rice, canned goods, noodles,
salt, and sugar) and non-food (used clothes) items. Recipients of this relief operation were affected
families of the recent military operation against the “ISIS inspired group” which is reported to be
present in the area.
Humanitarian Assistance to Other Calamities

Reach out to fire victims in Cotabato City in 2017

(January 2017). The Bangsamoro Development Agency (BDA) Central Mindanao Region
through the social welfare program provided relief assistance to the victims of the fire incident in
Sittio Punol, Tukananes, Cotabato City on January 8, 2017.
The distribution was held at Philippines Port Authority Compound Tukananes, Cotabato City
where the victims were permanently staying.
It was reported that there were 162 families who lost their house during the fire incident on
January 01, 2017.
Abdulnasser Akmad, social welfare coordinator of BDA-CenMin reported that "this was aimed to
give assistance to the victims even only their immediate needs like clothes and basic foods".
"During the distribution, we saw their gratitude while receiving the assistance", Akmad said
“We are very happy for the help of BDA”, Datu Dido Radiamuda, one of the recipients told.
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Akmad also reported that various organizations such; United Youth of the Philippines
(UNYPHIL-women), Nurussalam, Ittihadun Nisa Foundation (INFO) and among others also
contributed to the collected clothes.
"We united and let them see that even they are facing that situation, they are not alone", he
added.
Akmad also mentioned about that the Barangay Local Government (BLGU) of the said
community was also thankful.
Aid to fire victims in Pagadian City

Photo of beneficiaries during the distribution of relief
assistance for the victims of fire incident in Pagadian City
in May 2017.

Response to Earthquake Victims in Maguindanao and North Cotabato
(November 2019). The volunteer team together with
development catalysts in Central Mindanao Region of the
BDA joined hands to respond to the crisis in Maguindanao
and North Cotabato following the earthquake happened
recently in the provinces.
The group conducted validation and data collection to the
affected areas to identify the status and needs of the affected
families of the said calamity.
The BDA development catalysts are now working together for
the packing of the goods and the distribution is set on the last
week of this month. Aside from this, the BDA also helped the
BARMM on the procurement process of the relief items
intended for the victims of this earthquake.
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Distribution of food packages for affected families of earthquake in North Cotabato
On December 1, 2019, the BDA through its staff, volunteers, and development catalyst distributed
471 packages food items to the affected families of earthquake in North Cotabato specifically in the
barangays of Galidan, New Capitol and Banayal in Tulunan town, and in Brgy. West Patadon of
Matalam municipality. This mission was successfully undertaken through the help and
coordination with the MILF Political Committee, Social Welfare Committee and partner
organization, the Muslim Youth Brotherhood.

The Road to Humanity
The BDA always commits to work and deliver services in the name of humanity. As development
agency, which operation for over the years is in conflict-affected communities, BDA has always
been ready to respond to emergency situations both man-made and natural calamities. Guided by
the spirit of volunteerism and humanity, the agency shall always aim to sustain delivery of relief,
rehabilitation and development efforts conducive to the continuing changing landscape in the
Bangsamoro, within and beyond BARMM.
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